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D)efore Toho’s GODZILLA was 
transformed into a goofy, cartoonized 
character in the mid-‘60s, most screen 
dinosaurs were one-dimensional villains 
with two basic motivations: hunger and 
the need to annihilate. From Willis 
O'Brien's uncharacteristically nasty 
brontosaurus (the silent LOST WORLD, 
KING KONG) to various “beasts” (FROM 
20,000 FATHOMS, OF HOLLOW 
MOUNTAIN, etc.), screen dinos were 
mostly symbols of savage, primal 
retribution. 

Slowly, variations on this theme 
began to emerge. 

At the volcanic conclusion to 
Toho’s RODAN (1957), one of the two 
enormous pteranodons refuses to 
abandon its doomed mate, who is 


‘GORGO'S tam wants him hone far-dmneinowl 6.196) MGM. 


flailing in 4 pool of molten lava. With 
tragic elegance worthy of Romeo and 
Juliet’s final moments, the two creatures 
perish together. An even more 
significant attempt at dinosaur 
characterization occurs in 1961's 
GORGO, produced by the King Brothers 
and directed by Eugene Lourie. When 
an aquatic theropod dinosaur is 
captured and put on exhibition in 
England, its enormous mother rises from 
the depths of the sea, smashes London 
to smithereens (in glorious three-strip 


__ Technicolor) and eventually retrieves its 


kidnapped offspring. In keeping with 
this noble motivation, Lourie’s script 
permits both mama and child to return 
: PART Two BY 
GARY GERANI 
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neighbor). 

Of course, as every schoolkid 
knows, dinosaurs and human beings 


never co-existed in the prehistoric past. 


But interaction between 

the two species — both masters of the 
world at different poi 

proved irresistible to filn 
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public’s attention in their ani 
bikinis, these lovely actresses added an 
entirely new element to dinosaur 
cinema: sex appeal. (For the latest 
example of this 
sub-genre, check 
out Roger 
Corman’s satiric 
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ISLAND, now. 
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concept, 4 
pair of frozen prehistoric giants are 
revived by lightning and terrorize the 
inhabitants of a small island cut off from 
the rest of the world, Nor surprisingly, 
the Brontosaurus becomes the film’s 
“good guy,” befriending a : 


ee Says JURASSIC 
designer “Crash” McCreery: 
“Paleontologists believe that 
(Brachiosaur) nasal passages might have 
produced a horn-like sound that was 
used for communication, The songs of 
Is are equated to whale song.” 
For his “paleontologically corr 
, McCreery designed a bird-like, 
rizontal creature, unlike the upright, 
din: sters created for earlier 
films. °“It was a very quick animal,” 
‘McCreery explains. “Clocked at around 
45 to 50 miles per hour, like when it was 
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chasing the jeep. 
Fast, but only to a 
certain point...” 

Another 
JURASSIC innovat- 
ion was dealing 
with T-rex’s poor 
eyesight. “It 
couldn't see 
anything until it 
moved,” says 
McCreery. Which, 
of course, is why 
Dr. Grant and Lex 
remain perfectly 
motionless while 
the flesh-eating 
giant is sniffing 
about them. 
Needless to say, 
the Beast from Preg 
20,000 Fathoms 
never had such problems. 

Certainly the smartest dinosaurs 
ever presented on film were JURASSIC 
PARK’s Velociraptors. The ultimate 
predators (Muldoon’s early speech has 
been compared to Quint’s diatribe on 
sharks in Steve Spielberg’s JAWS), the 
Raptors have an unpredictable, ALIEN- 
like quality and at times appear 
genuinely evil. They open doors, lure 
enemies into traps, even play mind 
games with their victims. The fact that 
they are more-or-less the same size as 
human beings adds to their disturbing 
persona. 

We've come a long way from the 
preposterous dragons and misshapen 
Mesozoic monsters of films past. Or 
have we? Up ahead, director Tim 
Burton will be tackling Topps’ over-the- 
top DINOSAURS ATTACK! cards as a 
major movie. GODZILLA himself is slated 
for a high-profile, U.S. financed 
comeback. And then there’s a project 
boasting Whoopi Goldberg as a cop 
whose new partner turns out to be... 
we kid you not... a T-rex! 

Is the cause of scientific accuracy 
threatened by such film ventures? We 
don't think so. As long as a kid can look 
up at a fossil restoration in some natural 
history museum and let his imagination 
fun wild, interest in all kinds of dino 
flicks will persist... Past or current, 
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scientifically accurate or utterly 
unbelievable, the cinema’s “giant 
behemoths” will never become extinct. 


O O 6 
O O.XOL 
CORRECTIONS: 


On page 2 of the first back-up feature 
(RETURN TO JURASSIC PARK #1), there is 
@ caption error. The photo on the top 
left is of REPTILICUS, not THE GIANT 
BEHEMOTH. It was meant to be 
compared to the Reynold Brown 
painting of Reptilicus (bottom right), as 
discussed in the text. 

We apologize for his error and now 
set the record straight. 

—The Editor 


)EOTOR RENDERINGS 


C/O TOPPS COMICS, ONE WHITEHALL STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10004 


Dear Topps, 

You guys are the best — you have turned my 
favorite movie into a comic. Now | hear you'll be 
turning my favorite TV show into a comic. What's 
next —a comic based on David Copperfield’s adven- 
tures in the Magic Kingdom? Anyway, | have written 
to you to see if you could answer two important 
questions: 

1,) When is RETURN TO JURASSIC PARK due 
out in stores? 

2.) When is THE X-FILES comic due out in 
stores? 

You probably don't know the answer, but the 
owner of the comic store where | buy my comics is 
tired of hearing me call weekly and asking if they 
have THE X-FILES comic or RETURN TO JURAS- 
SIC PARK (I think he’s mad). Anyway, just tell me 
when you believe or think it will be for sale. 

Robert Dominquez 
97 NW 43 PL. 
Miami; Fl, 33126 


Gee, Robert, we'll be glad to answer those 
questions for you, and we won't even get mad! 
THE X-FILES comic is currently working on its 
fourth issue (with huge success, we might add). 
‘We hope you've had a chance to pick it up. As 
for RETURN TO JURASSIC PARK, this is the 
second issue, We hope your store owner told 
you about it, but just in case, we'll contact you 
by mail as well. Keep reading! 


Dear Ms. Witterstaetter, 

Closing thoughts on one of your JURASSIC: PARK 
mini-series, RAPTORS HIJACK, 

First, thanks for printing my letter inthis fourth 
issue’s letter column. As always, it's nice to know 
someone appreciates me and my rambling feed- 
back, 

As for the story and how it ended: Well, in spite of 
the best efforts of Alan Grant and Ellie Sattler, the 
taptors have indeed reproduced and have become 
part of the world's wildlife, instead of being confined 
fo the island locale of Jurassic Park itself. | find 
myself of two. minds on that subject: On one hand, | 
guess it was inevitable if the series was going to 
continue... the cast members can't keep chasing the 
same two raptors around the world all through this 
string of mini-series, can they? Buton the other 
hand, [also find it somewhat disheartening... it 
means that now there’s no way we can have a clear 
and satisfying ending to the series, regardless of 
how long the story lasts! No matter how many rap- 
tors are destroyed in future installments, there will 
always be the hovering threat that more could show 
up eventually. 

also have to take issue with the nonchalant way 
that Alanand Ellie resigned themselves to that 
knowledge at the end, “Tigers and cobras are dan- 


gerous, and we don't cage all of thern,” Ellie said. 
Yeah, but we don't let them run amok in populated 
areas, either! There has to be a certain level of 
control... and with the raptors, | have grave doubts 
as to whether that's possible without aggressively 
hunting them down. But | guess future installments 
‘of the series will decide that matter. 

One thing | was glad to see in this issue was Ellie 
finally setting that lecherous lan straight as to what 
level their relationship was going to stay on. That 
constant “your lips say no but your body says 
maybe” business was wearing thin! 

Finally: | was rather sorry to see that Dr. 
Belvedere was apparently killed off in this issue. 
Her own designs on the raptors were at odds with 
what Alan and Ellie wanted, and | had been looking 
forward to them locking horns in future issues. 

Oh, one last thing: | notice we didn't see that 
much of the mystery corporation that wanted to 
exploit the raptors this time around... the ones that 
were employing Dr. Fischer. | trust that will also be 
rectified in storylines to come, 

See you for the RETURN TO JURASSIC PARK! 

David Peattie 
4517 Birch Bark Rd. 
Concord, Ga 94521 


As always, thanks for your comments, David. 
Don't worry about those two little raptors on the 
loose — we'll be catching up with them in future 
storylines. And we're not finished with the work 
that Dr. Fischer started, either! More fun stuff to 
come! Let us know what you think of RETURN 
TO JURASSIC PARK. 


Dear Raptor Renderings: 

First of all, I'd like to say how much of a fan | am. 
Ever since the movie came out, I've been interested 
not only in JURASSIC PARK, but all dinosaurs as 
well. And because I'm an artist, they're practically all 
lve been drawing. As you-can see, the whole JP 
experience has reached a lot of people as suggested 
by the numerous responses in RAPTOR RENDER- 
INGS. People all over admire it as a look at a total- 
ly different way of life and we're all grateful. 

Second, I'd like to Say congratulations on the rap- 
tor saga, | was all bummed out when the movie 
stopped playing and the movie adaptation comics 
ended... little did | know what would follow. | was 
looking around in a comic book store when | came 
across RAPTORS #2 and RAPTORS ATTACK #1. 
Boy, did my day brighten up. As soon as | got 
home, | read them over and over. My only regret 
was that | didn’t know in detail what had occurred in 
RAPTOR #1, but your helpful “What Has Gone 
Before" sections on the inside of the covers cleared 
it up for me. Luckily, | don’t have that problem any 
more, considering that my collection's reasonably 
complete (up to RAPTORS HIJACK #4, including 


the trade paperback and #0). All of this was made 
possible by the phone number advertised in the 
back of one of the issues. However, once again, | 
regret missing out on RETURN TO JURASSIC 
PARK or the series that followed RAPTORS. 
HIJACK. Living in a small town, JURASSIC PARK 
availability isn’t too good. Right now | can only 
imagine what is happening on Isla Nublar. 

Speaking of the island, | kept constantly thinking 
about it while reading the raptors saga, Not that ! 
got tired of the raptors, but | thought it would be 
interesting to see some of the other dinos. Your 
artists did a terrific job on the Velociraptors. The 
ones especially in RAPTORS ATTACK #2-4 were 
the ones | liked the best. 

Before | go, there are a few questions that | need 
to ask: 

1. Is it true that you plan to publish a JURASSIC 
PARK book featuring the covers by Michael 
Golden? | was really impressed with the covers, 
my favorite probably being RAPTOR ATTACK #3. 

2, What can the other Jurassic Park fans and | 
be looking forward to in the future? 

3. Any further info on the new Jurassic Park 
movie? A plot-line? Cast of all-new “dinostars”? 
Characters? 

Well, that just about covers it. Keep on doing 
what you do to keep us all content and in sus- 
pense. 

Derek R. 
(Address withheld by request.) 
Trenton, MO. 


Well, Derek, if you are asking if we plan to put 
out a portfolio of Michael Golden's artwork, then 
the answer is YES, WE ARE! And with none of 
those logos and names to cover up all that 
beautiful art you haven't seen yet. Be sure to 
be looking for it. 

And also rest assured that we have plenty 
planned for all the Jurassic Park fans in the 
future, including a JP Annual and a dynamite 
storyline by Tom and Mary Bierbaum that takes 
us back to Jurassic Park right after the exciting 
events that took place in the JP movie. You 
won't want to miss that tale entitled “Heirs to 
the Thunder”. Add that to the Golden portfolio 
and the continuing storytelling of Steve Engle- 
hart, and we’ve got some exciting things ahead. 


Dear Topps, 

Ever since | began reading your comic, I've been 
hooked. Will the sequel to “Jurassic Park" the 
movie be based on your comic series? | hope so! 
Also, after you finish reprinting back issues, will 
JURASSIC PARK continue as a comic? Finally, the 
artwork and colors are beautiful! The comic covers 
deserve framing! See you next issue! 

Jenny Bialecki 
944 Westview Circle Dr. 
Onalaska, WI 54650-3000 


Thanks for your letter, Jenny. No, we don’t 
think the next movie will be based on our 
comic. We're sure that Mr. Spielberg has a 
great idea, though, and we do plan to turn that 
movie into a comic as well! If you liked our last 
movie adaptation, just wait until the next one! 


Dear JURASSIC PARK, 
| am a huge fan of your comic. | have a favor to 

ask of you and it would be greatly appreciated if 
you would respond. Could you send me a checklist 
of all —l mean ALL— of the JURASSIC PARK 
comics? 

Michael D. Barton 

2431 Glenbush Circle 

Corona, CA 91720 


Sure, that’s easy, Michael. We began with the 
four issue movie adaptation. This was followed 
with the trade paperback of that adaptation and 
a special #0 (with the events contained therein 
happening before the events in the movie). We 
followed that with RAPTOR #1 and #2, RAP- 
TORS ATTACK #s 1-4 and RAPTORS HIJACK #s 
1-4, We are currently working on RETURN TO 
JURASSIC PARK, to be followed by a story arc 
called HEIRS TO THE THUNDER. However, 
starting with RETURN TO JURASSIC PARK, the 
numbering will be sequential — meaning we 
won't start over after every story arc. Got that? 


Dear Topps, 

My brother and | are the ultimate Jurassic Park 
freaks. We have every comic, every set of cards 
you guys made, gold foil and regular, every action 
figure and collectible, and the games. We love the 
RAPTORS ATTACK and the RAPTORS HIJACK 
stories. | would like to see more of the Dilapho- 
Saurus; he is my favorite. We are waiting for the 
series after RAPTORS HIJACK to come out. We'd 
call the comic store every day to see if a new issue 
came in. My brother Rob goes up there almost 
every day with his friend Anthony to look and hasn't 
come back with a new issue in about a month and 
a half. Rob's favorite dinosaur is the Raptor, so he 
has been in heaven for a long time. | think the 
comics are great, too. We would like to see some 
of the dinosaurs that you didn't see in the movie 
like the Stegosaurus and the Compsagnathus. In 
the movie there should have been 15 species, but 
there was only about 7 that you saw. But anyway, 
we both love the work you guys have been doing 
so keep up the great work and don't stop now! 

Mike Ponist 

Rob Ponist 

86 Indian Creek Entry 
Levitown, PA 19057 


Thanks for your letter, guys! We have no 
intention of stopping now. If you've been read- 
ing RETURN TO JURASSIC PARK, you'll be glad 
to see the ol’ T-Rex is back in the picture. And 
future storylines promise even more “dino- 
stars” as one of our readers put it! Hey, we 
kinda like that! Think we'll use if from now on. 
Stay tuned! 

And, as one of our oh-so-smart readers pointed 
out, if any of you are having problems finding 
any Topps comics that you want, there is a 
handy little address you can write to and they'll 
be more than happy to help you out; Tom 
Morey; SPACE TRAVELERS, P.O. Box 62523, 
Virginia Beach, VA 23466-2523. 

Wi it down, memorize it, share it with a 
friend. And above all, write us, okay? 

See ya in thirty! 


